
 
  

MRCT Center 2018 Annual Meeting Draft Agenda 

Wednesday, December 5, 2018 

Loeb House at Harvard University, 17 Quincy Street, Cambridge, MA 

Time Topics/Speakers 
 

7:45 – 8:15 AM Breakfast & Registration 
 

8:15 – 8:30 AM Welcome and Introductions  
Mark Barnes and Barbara Bierer 
 

8:30 – 9:15 AM 
 
 

Keynote  
Topic: GDPR 
Introduction: Mark Barnes 
Dr. Guido Rasi, Executive Director, European Medicines Agency (EMA), United 
Kingdom 
 

Moderator: Mark Barnes:  Next steps and time for questions 
 

9:15 – 10:00 AM Representation of Diverse Populations – Panel  
 

 David Strauss (Austin Riggs Center): Introduction to the project, scope 
of work, and how we can affect change  

 Richardae Araojo (USFDA): Diverse patient engagement in clinical trials 
and current states (FDA Perspective)  

 Luther Clark (Merck): Diversity in the genomic era  

 Barbara Bierer (MRCT Center): Current operational barriers and 
potential solutions  
 

Moderator: Barbara Bierer:  Next steps and time for questions 
 

10:00 – 10:45 
AM 

Keynote 2: 
Topic: Advancing the study of the clinical trials 
Dr. Deborah Zarin, Independent Consultant, former Director, ClinicalTrials.gov 
Followed by Q&A 
 

Moderator: Sarah White: Next steps and time for questions 
 

10:45 – 11:15 
AM 
 

Break 



 
11:15 – 11:45 
AM 

Capacity Building Update / Training  
 

 Sarah White (MRCT Center) 

 Murray Lumpkin (Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation) 

 Michelle Limoli (USFDA) 
 

Moderator: Sarah White: Next steps and time for questions 
 

11:45 AM – 
12:30 PM 

Health Literacy in Clinical Research – Panel  

 Sylvia Baedorf Kassis (MRCT Center): The Health Literacy Need 

 Marilyn Neault (Research Patient Advocate): Call to Action: The 
Participant Experience  

 Health Literacy Case Studies 
o Christopher Trudeau (University of Arkansas): Academic Center 
o Laurie Myers (Merck): Pharmaceutical Company  

 Sarah White (MRCT Center): The future of health literacy at the MRCT 
Center: introduction of interactive website  

 
Moderator: Sarah White: Next steps and time for questions   
 

12:30 – 12:45 
PM 

Closing Remarks  
Mark Barnes and Barbara Bierer 
 

12:45-1:00 PM Lunch 
 

 

1:00-5:00 PM Executive Committee & Steering Committee Meeting 
For MRCT Center sponsors only  
 

 

 


